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Master’s Level Section, International Relations and Area Studies Course,
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Graduate School of Human and Socio-Environmental Studies, Kanazawa University
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Select and answer two questions from among the following four questions (I-IV) below.

L Read the following paragraph and answer the question below in English. Your answer should be in the form of a clear

and cogent essay.

Question: What ave the current major problems that confrontestablished &mocracies, younger transitional democracies
and/or non-democracies around the world? Looking at recent elections in the US, UK, France, Japan and Germany, for
example, do you see challenges there? Is democracy on the defensive? What accounts for the fise and fall of the number of
democratic states in recent decades? Are Russia and China making significant progress in their democratic development® What
were some of the problems in Zimbabwe under President Robert Mugabe? Describe generally the key issues confronting a

sample of different states, including both democratic and non-democratic regimes.

I1. Read the following paragraph and answer the question below in English. Your answer should be in the form of a clear

and cogent essay.



Question: In your view, is close callaboration with the U.S. as indispensable to Japan’s security as Prime Minister Abe contends
or should Japan pursue a more independent policy? What are the merits and demerits of the Abe administration’s policy

approach toward the US and in resolving regional issues and improving relations with its Asian neighbors?
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III. Explain, with some special referenceé to Great Britéin, America, and Asian countries, how
"cultural globalism" has developed in the world of the 215t century. How should it be defined? What
are its advantages and disadvantages? What are the significant influence upon the modern world?
How has it changed these societies? Your discussion should be written in the form of a clear and

cogent essay with specific examples.

IV. Read the following extract and answer the question below in English.

(From Moreland, Richard C. Learning from Difference: Teaching Morrison, Twain, Ellison, and
Eliot. Columbus: Ohio-State UP, 1999. p. 190. 11. 17-31.)

Question:

Suppose you teach one of the classical, or representative American novels in a high school in your
country. What will you place the most importance on in your teaching? Taking into consideration
the viewpoints stated in the quotation, discuss your approach in a clear and cogent essay. Be sure to
make reference to at least one specific author and her/his work from American literature.





